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press release

new michigan press is pleased to announce the release 
of Mathias Svalina’s Creation Myths, winner of the the 2007 nmp/

diagram chapbook contest, and the first in our 2007-08 series.

This book offers, as the title suggests, a variety of creation myths: 
beautiful, thoughtful, bizarre, hilarious, absurd, theological, 

disturbing, wack, and generally spectacular. Svalina has answers 
to most, if not all, of your theological questions concerning 

dimensionality, bacon, Larry Bird, teambuilding, chemistry, Des 
Moines, office supplies, and unexpected catastrophe.

This 44pp chapbook is available now for $8. A sample excerpt 
appears at right. The chapbook is available by mail, at excellent 

independent booksellers, or from the NMP storefront (credit 
cards accepted) at: <newmichiganpress.com/nmp>. 

mathias svalina lives in Lincoln, Nebraska where he co-curates 
The Clean Part Reading Series & teaches creative writing at 

Nebraska Wesleyan University. He is the co-editor of Octopus 
Magazine & Octopus Books. He is the author of the chapbook 

Why I Am White from Kitchen Press &, with Julia Cohen, of the 
collaboratively written chapbook When We Broke the Microscope, 

forthcoming from Small Fires Press.

We would like to invite you to order a copy. $8 + $2 (s&h) gets 
you yours. 

19 october 2007

Creation Myth

In the beginning the registrar 
took a left hook to the jaw.

He filed a complaint
with the department of left hooks.

He waited for weeks
but there was no reply.

He sharpened a spoon
into a shiv

& stabbed the guy 
who’d given him the left hook.

Blood unspooled
over the whole earth.

This blood 
is what you call the ocean.

You like to swim
in blood.

Mathias Svalina’s Creation Myths. nmp, 2007. Saddle-
stitched, 44pp. isbn: 978-0-9791501-9-7. 

For more information (or for bookstore orders), email 
New Michigan Press at <nmp@thediagram.com>.

order form

Yes! Please send me [     ] copies of Creation Myths 
at $8 per copy + $2 for postage. I’ve enclosed cash 
or a check/money order made out to New Michi-

gan Press. Please send my copy/copies to:


