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press release

new michigan press is pleased to announce 
the release of Vincent Zompa’s Jacket of the Straits, 2007 

nmp/diagram chapbook contest finalst, and one of six in 
our 2007-2008 series.

Presented here for you: three long and beautiful, spatial 
and fragmented, poems, variously influenced by Jorge 

Luis Borges’ Labyrinths, by James Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake, 
and by influence itself. There’s much water here, and 

language, book and song, all taken apart and reassembled 
into something surprising and new.

This 40pp chapbook is available now for $8. A sample ex-
cerpt appears at right. The chapbook is available by mail, 
at excellent independent booksellers, or from the NMP 

storefront (credit cards accepted) at: 
<newmichiganpress.com/nmp>. 

vincent zompa’s poems have appeared in Margie and 
Best New Poets 2006. He is a founding member of The 

Fallopian Disco Force and lives in Brooklyn. 

We would like to invite you to order a copy. $8 + $2 
(s&h) gets you yours. 

01 december 2007

from TO   A  SEAHORSE      

          It is not difficult to destroy your edition

of the wilderness when unveiling your version of things.
          My tiny friend the horse says the last two years

were pretend. If cracked down the center

          the horse would assert itself,  an old man 
peeling back his fedora. He would clack his boatyard teeth
                               and say each leg of the swim is chauffer,

         even the beginning, the oceanic fellatio. His brothers

in bubbles would rise from his shoulders. He would say
         swim brings perspective. A series of weeds, shadows,

an angled green light from above.
                     He’s stayed alive for his favorite songs.

        All his words would pop pop pop.

Carnival stars blowing through the code.

Vincent Zompa’s Jacket of the Straits. nmp, 2007. Saddle-
stitched, 40pp. isbn 978-0-9791501-8-0.  For more informa-
tion (or for bookstore orders), email New Michigan Press at  
<nmp@thediagram.com>.

order form

Yes! Please send me [     ] copies of Jacket of the 
Straits at $8 per copy + $2 for postage. I’ve en-

closed cash or a check/money order made out to 
New Michigan Press. Please send my copy/copies 

to:


